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Where do we
ilstand on mee?

along asanation thesedays,
particularly as it relates torace

. Iwonfier how weare getting

relations and dwers:ty Beaanse
- the news media was anxiousio
grade our new’ presxdent onhis
first 100 days in office, perhaps
it would not hurt to evaluate our
own relationships. From the
Pledge of Allegiance come the
words, “One nation unc}er G&é
indivisible ..”
~ Inmany respects today we .
are one nation indivisible and not
 completely by choice. I submit
 that we are one nation in reces-

. ﬁmﬂ,ﬁnenauonwnhemmmus
debt and massive spending; one
nation under constant terr: orist

threats; and onenaﬁmmcreas-

ingly dependeﬁt on our technol-
-ogy. Technology? How would we
survive without our instant com-
munication devices? When s the

lasttime youmadeacall froma
phone booth? As a matter of fact,

- whenis the last time you SAW a

phone booth? Poor Superman.
The common maladies we -

facetendto makeusone. As

ﬁmem:ans, we ra}Iy inthe fa?ﬁgf

- agree to. iay aside differences a‘s:

- view, weareé;fferem Aﬂﬁlé
demographics of our natmn con-

eliminating racism
empowering women

ywca
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»~;mg race dﬁrmgthez;m& ;

_ election and afterward, up until
_afew weeks past the inaugura-

~tion. However, there seemsto

~ befarless interest in race with

the national media. Whenasked
how s;gmﬁcant hisvictorywasin -

together. Ifthatzs me, the

aﬁd avery scaryﬁmught
W‘ﬁithe emes geﬁceef Sea.

terms of race, President Obama

'said he thought about it for prob-
 ablyaday and thenmovedon.

f lingering conver- {‘ .
ﬁsaﬂmiabmzﬂisaysa sthi
_aboutournation. -

While

The abs:

and mhcy debate itap

pears
_ the country isvery cemfortabie
with an African-American presi-

dentand first famﬂy, Con-
troversies surrounding

' mmgraﬁon and same-sex

marriage are at the ferefmnt
now.

Rec:essmns are unpiea&‘
ant and hurtful, but when
they areas deep as the: one

\I:

challenge will be to mamtam

that same spiritas prosperw

ityreturns.
The national : scene isone

thmg But what's hap;aen

ing in our backyard? Itis

difficult to tell because often

~ racism and intolerance are

perssnai experiences. That
is not to say they donot exist.
However, with the diversity

of ethmx:ﬁy, culture,andre-
, hgmnsmLancasterCm}nty, ;

many disputesmaynot
haveracial overtonesatall.
Schools have problems, but
their districts appear tobe

_ pursuing ways to solve them‘;‘

As report cards go, 1
don’t know what grade our ‘
mnnnunmes should re;:ezve

W doma ;&bﬁut mmdences
here. But there are posmve
efforts as well. One such
‘effort is the annual Race

_ Against Racism, sponsored

‘by the Lancaster YWCA.
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~ tinue to change, our outlookson
hfewﬁibeexrenm&re divergent.
'erycomfomng -

Held this past Aprﬂ n
its 11th year, the race drew
about 3,000 regxstered :
participants and several hun-

ahugemcrease inevent
numbers which was main-
tained this year. According
to Angie Lightfoot-Roth,
finance directorandarace
ceordmator r,people from

all parts ofthecountyand

'besrﬁnd partxmpated

- The race was initiated in '
1 9by the national orga-
mzauon for many YWCAs

-across the country. Lancast-
_er’sisnow the largestand

longest mnnmg Lxghtfeﬂb
Rothbelievesitisa farceftﬁ

‘ statement that our cmzens

are opposed toracism and
are pledged to be respect-
ful toeach other. Although

ithasbecomea sxgmﬁcan{

the goal remains o climinate

racism. Part of the preceeds

provide trainingand study

materials on racial harmony.
Another major initia- '

,tzve of the YW isthe Racxai
 Justice Institute, which will
beheld in June. The three-

day conference willhosttwo

national trainers; the eventis

open to organizations andin-
dividuals. The aim is not only ,

to leam, buttoleave withan
action plan tohelp create an

equal and just environment
moqr communities.
Racxsmwﬁlneverbe -
ehmma d,andevenwhatﬁ -
reallyis willbe debatedby

those that are considered

perpetrators and those who
are considered victims. Tn

‘honesty, the minority popula-

tionhereisnotlarge. That
will likely change. Should

- we then not simply seek to
treat others as we desireto
‘be treated ourselves? That's

certainly not anew idea, but -

it works. Times will getbet-
‘ter and our communities will

become more diverse. How

 weall react will determine
future quality of hfemour ‘
. scemc cmmty ‘



